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Accelerate economic prosperity of Canada
and Bangladesh through trade and
investment.

With the valuable expertise of the honorable
members from different business fields from
the two countries, CanCham is committed to
serve the business community of Canada as
well as that of Bangladesh.
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From President's Desk

We are happy to note that
due to persistent efforts by the
Canadian High Commission
and the Canada-Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (CanCham), the
distance
geographical
between the two friendly
countries has since been
bridged with more business
and
official
contacts
established. CanCham in its
own humble way has tried to promote inter-trade between
Canada and Bangladesh which meanwhile exceeded one
billion dollar mark.
The duty-free access of Bangladeshi products to
Canada contributed to the export growth while
comparatively cheaper prices allured local importers to
buy more grains from Canadian markets. There must now
be efforts from both the public and private sectors to
develop the trade relations to a new heights.
It is now very crucial that Bangladesh undertakes steps
to broaden its list of exportables. There should be a
comprehensive market study in Canada and North
American states so that Bangladeshi exporters could
diversify their products to feed the vast markets taking
advantage of duty-free access. On the other hand, we may
also gain from rich Canadian expertise in the industrial
field. We may pertinently mention here that of late Gildan
of Montreal has made an investment of $15 million in
Bangladesh and we would welcome more and more
such Canadian direct investment in Bangladesh for
mutual benefits of our two countries.

Masud Rahman
President, CanCham
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CanCham AGM

Masud Rahman, Wali Sattar re-elected
CanCham President, Secy-Gen

Masud Rahman presiding over the Annual General Meeting of CanCham held on March 14, 2010

Masud Rahman and Wali Sattar have been elected
unopposed President and Secretary General of Canada
Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(CanCham) respectively at an annual general meeting
held on March 14, 2010 at Dhaka Club.

The well-attended AGM briefly described the road
map of Canada-Bangladesh trade relations for the next
two years and highlighted different activities of
CanCham in promoting inter-trade between Canada and
Bangladesh which meanwhile exceeded one billion
dollar mark.
The AGM was preceded by election of the Board of
Directors and Office Bearers of CanCham for the term
2010-2011. The following members were elected as
office bearers:
Masudur Rahman : President

K. M. Khaled : Vice-President

Wali Sattar : Secretary General

Manzur-ur-Rahman Ruskin : Treasurer
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The other Directors are J. Ekram Hussain, Md. Junaed
Ibna Ali, Enayet Ullah Khan, Syed Mastafizur Rahman,
Saiful Islam and Fahim Abdul Wahab.
Welcoming the members of the Board of Directors at
the AGM, CanCham President Masud Rahman
expressed thanks and gratitude to all the distinguished
members for their unstinted cooperation in running the
affairs of the chamber. He looked forward to having
active participation of them in the coming days also.
Masud Rahman said, the CanCham is working
relentlessly for the development of Canada-Bangladesh
business relations. However, in this work-a-day world,
business relations cannot be isolated from the
sociopolitical matrix of the concerned countries, he
added.
Masud Rahman said, built upon shared values of
democracy and pluralism, relations between Canada and
Bangladesh are focused on development cooperation,
trade and investment, immigration and people-to-people
links and so on. Obviously, CanCham is now considered
as an indispensable entity in all those segments, he
noted.
CanCham Review, May 2010
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$1b mark crossed

Canada-Bangladesh Trade Growing Faster

CanCham Review report

Foreign Minister Dr Dipu Moni has
asked businessmen to fully utilise the
potential of the Canadian export
market, as bilateral trade between
Canada and Bangladesh is growing
faster.
"We will strengthen negotiations so
that our businessmen can expand
business with this North American
country," Dr Dipu Moni said.
The Minister was speaking as the
chief guest at a ceremony that
celebrated an achievement of one
billion dollars in annual two-way
trade
between
Canada
and
Bangladesh in 2009', at Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel.
The Minister asked the Canadian
government for further mutual
cooperation in ICT, telecom and
energy sectors.
Canada Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce (CanCham) in Bangladesh
organised the function to celebrate
bilateral trade that reached C$1.4
billion (C$1=$0.98) in 2009.
In his speech, Canadian High
Commissioner in Dhaka Robert
McDougall said Bangladesh exported
goods to Canada worth C$808
million, demonstrating 26 percent
growth from the previous year.
Canada exported goods to
Bangladesh worth C$626 million, 118
percent up from the same period of
2008.
Canadian exports to Bangladesh in
2009 featured grains and other foods,
telecommunications and energy
equipment and services, pulp and
metals, while Canadian imports
included ready-made garments
(RMG), hats, footwear, frozen foods
and ceramics.
"The tremendous growth in
business between our countries was
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Masud Rahman, president of Canada Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, speaking at a ceremony marking the $1.4 billion bilateral
trade between Canada and Bangladesh in 2009 at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel.
Dr Dipu Moni, Foreign Minister and Robert McDougall,
Canadian High Commissioner are also seen.

possible because of the relentless
effort of the twinned business
communities of the two nations.
Congratulations on the fruitful results
of your hard labour," McDougall said.
He said diversification of products
and markets is an important element
to future export growth. Existing
global competitiveness in garments
and textiles can be replicated in other
areas,
like
leather
and
pharmaceuticals.
"Despite widespread poverty,
frequent natural calamities and the
impacts of the global economic crisis,
Bangladesh has developed a much
improved reputation for economic
management and an emerging middle
class," McDougall added.
CanCham
President
Masud
Rahman said the chamber would
shortly organise the 'Showcase
Canada' programme to further
promote and facilitate inter-trade.
He said the mutually beneficial
relationship between Canada and
Bangladesh has not yet peaked. There
is room for growth and it is in the

interest of both to make every effort to
seize this opportunity, he added.
"The Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) of Bangladesh, in association
with
the
Bangladesh
High
Commission in Ottawa, Canada, will
shortly organise a solo exhibition of
Bangladeshi products in Toronto,"
Masud Rahman said.
Meanwhile, the top five products
exported to Canada in 2009 included
woven apparel worth C$367.18
million, knitwear apparels worth
C$336.93 million, other textile
articles worth C$72.86 million,
headgear worth C$8.69 million and
fish and seafood worth C$6.90
million.
On the other hand, the top five
products exported to Bangladesh in
2009 included, cereals worth
C$246.59 million, vegetables (mainly
lentils) worth C$242.50 million, other
grains and seeds worth C$54.89
million, iron and steel worth C$53.18
million and wood pulp worth C$7.42
million.
CanCham Review, May 2010
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Gildan of Canada invests $15m in Bangladesh

Canadian T-shirt giant Gildan
Activewear Inc wrapped up the
acquisition of Shahriyar Fabric
Industries
Ltd,
choosing
Bangladesh as a base for
manufacturing in Asia.
Gildan, based in Montreal, has
bought the Bangladeshi company
for $15 million.
The acquirer will also assume the
debt of Shahriyar Fabric Industries,
an export-oriented apparel maker,
said Shahriyar Hossain, managing
director of the company.
The 42-year-old entrepreneur
said business was going well, but

for some personal and financial
problems, it was difficult to
continue.
Gildan plans to increase the
facility's
annual
production
capacity to 3.5 million dozen
T-shirts to support the company's
international business growth
strategy.
According to a montrealgazette.com report, Gildan CEO
Glenn Chamandy told the annual
shareholders' meeting in early
February that Gildan planned to
build a low-cost high-quality
manufacturing base in Asia, but

excluded China as a potential
location.

According to CNNmoney.com,
the acquisition is the result of
substantial analysis carried out by
Gildan to identify a strategic
location to begin the development
over time of a potential major
vertically-integrated
manufacturing hub in Asia with an
infrastructure and geographical
location to position Gildan as a
low-cost, high-quality producer to
serve its target markets.

Canada offers rich renewable
energy expertise to Bangladesh

Hon’ble Maria Minna speaking at a luncheon meeting
CanCham Review report

Current Chairperson of Canada
Bangladesh Parliamentary Friendship
Group and former Minister for
Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA) Hon’ble Maria
Minna, MP has offered Canada’s rich
expertise to Bangladesh for developing
renewable energy to face looming grave
environment crisis.
CanCham Review, May 2010

Masud Rahman explaining significance of Ms Maria
Minna's visit

She made the offer during a luncheon
meeting hosted in her honour by
Canada Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CanCham) at
Dhaka.

Maria Minna said, she is particularly
concerned over the fate of millions
living in the coastal districts of

Bangladesh and said, Canada could
give a helping hand if Bangladesh
seeks the former’s state of the art
technology in renewable energy.
She said, Bangladesh can enrich itself
with vast Canadian expertise in various
development fields but then Dhaka has
to explore such areas for its own
benefit.
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Hon'ble Maria Minna, MP addressing the luncheon meeting given in her honor. Also seen in the picture are
(from left) Wali Sattar, Secretary General CanCham; H.E. Robert McDougall, High Commissioner of Canada
and Masud Rahman, President CanCham

The great champion of Bangladesh’s
cause in Canada, Maria Minna said, she
was greatly impressed by the resilience
of Bangladeshi people who do not
hesitate to face climatic challenges like
floods and draughts. She said, she
would
continue
to
highlight
Bangladesh’s cause in Canada as she
did in the past.
Maria Minna said, CIDA is the
biggest development partner of
Bangladesh and its generous assistance
is helping millions in the country to
stand on their own feet. “Such selfreliance is worth emulating in other
developing countries, “she said.
Welcoming Maria Minna, CanCham
President Masud Rahman lauded
perceptible contribution of Maria
Minna in enhancing the cooperation
and trade ties between Canada and
Bangladesh. He also appreciated her
laudable role in such matters as
women’s empowerment, world peace,
global warming, and also in protecting
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the rights of immigrants and visible
minority.
Masud Rahman said, trade and
investment between Canada and
Bangladesh has by now reached an
enviable level. The volume of bilateral
trade between the two countries reached
$956 million in 2008, of which
Bangladesh exported goods worth $642
million and imported goods worth $314
million. The bilateral trade between
Canada and Bangladesh has since
crossed one billion US dollars in 2009,
despite economic recession with lowend Bangladeshi products particularly
readymade garments. The CanCham
chief said, Canada’s trade relationship
with Bangladesh has grown in the last
couple of years and will grow steadily
in the future.
Masud Rahman invited the Canadian
investors to increasingly invest in
Bangladesh’s in such promising sectors
as power, energy, textile, garments,
food processing and packaging, IT and

public services, for the investment
atmosphere is by and large favorable.
He said, the Canadian private sector
presence here in Bangladesh is also
growing as Canadian companies are
realizing the opportunities that exist
within this market. Canadian
companies have already made their
marks in textile, infrastructure,
telecommunications and energy
projects and are recognized in
Bangladesh for high quality products
and services. Bata is a major Canadian
commercial success story, a firm that
produces and sells over three crore pairs
of shoes a year in Bangladesh alone, he
pointed out.
Canadian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Robert McDougall also
spoke on the occasion. CanCham
Secretary General Wali Sattar gave vote
of thanks.
Distinguished businessmen and Chief
Whip of Bangladesh Parliament Abdus
Shahid were present at the function.
CanCham Review, May 2010
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Canadian food products praised

CanCham Review report

Speaking as chief guest at a seminar
styled
“Canadian
Agricultural
Products” on February 16, 2010 at
Hotel Sonargaon, Dhaka, Food and
Disaster Management Minister Dr.
Muhammad Abdur Razzaque, MP
lauded the quality of Canadian
agricultural products and praised the
role of the Saskatchewan Trade and
Export Partnership (STEP) in
supplementing the trade relations
between Bangladesh and Canada.
The Minister expressed his
satisfaction over the fact that
Bangladesh and Canada enjoy a very
warm business relation. He urged the
Canadian investors to get the benefit of
congenial business environment
prevailing in Bangladesh and to invest
in different lucrative sectors including
agriculture, power, energy, food
processing and packaging, IT and
public services.
The seminar was jointly organized
by the Canada-Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (CanCham) and
the Canadian High Commission in
Bangladesh. The purpose of the
seminar was to allow Bangladeshi
buyers and importers to network with

Food and Disaster Management Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque MP
addressing a CanCham seminar on 'Canadian Agricultural Products' held
at Hotel Sonargaon in February. On the dais are (from left) John Benett
of Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, HE Robert McDougall, Lionel LaBelle,
President of STEP, Ms Raelene Regier of Saskatchewan Pulse Growers,
Dale Risula of the Ministry of Agriculture (Government of Saskatchewan)
and Tim Marshall, Senior Director, Asia Africa of STEP

Canadian industry players who
represent high quality agricultural
products and also to provide an insight
into Canada’s advances in research and
development in this sector.

Masud Rahman addressing the seminar on Canadian Agricultural Products

CanCham Review, May 2010

The seminar was attended by
distinguished business leaders of
Bangladesh and members of the
Canadian
agricultural
products
delegation, consisting , inter alia, of
Mr. Lionel LaBelle, President of
Saskatchewan Trade and Export
Partnership (STEP), Tim Marshall
Senior Director, Asia Africa of STEP,
Dale Risula of Ministry of Agriculture,
Govern-ment of Saskatchewan, John
Benett and Ms. Raelene Regier of
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers.
Canadian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh
Robert
McDougall
delivered an informative speech. He
said, Canada is a global leader in
producing and exporting many
agricultural products including wheat,
peas, lentils, chickpeas, mustard seeds
and canola. Saskatchewan has 53% of
Canada’s arable land and produces
approximately 60% of Canada’s wheat
and 44% of Canada’s canola.
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Saskatchewan is Canada’s most
important grain-producing region and
is the world’s top exporter of lentils
and chickpeas. In 2008, Saskatchewan
produced 5.5 million tones of canola,
which is close to half of Canada’s total
production. Saskatchewan is the
world’s largest exporter of mustard and
canary seed, as well as peas and posses
almost a third of Canada’s agricultural
biotechnology industry.
Masud Rahman, President of the
Canada-Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CanCham)
welcomed the local business
community and the Canadian
agricultural products delegation and
recalled that Saskatchewan Trade and
Export Partnership (STEP) is
providing world-class specially
tailored services and programs that are
of primary value to companies which
are exporting outside the borders of
Saskatchewan.
“We in Bangladesh have many
things to learn from the market
strategy of STEP and urged our
government to take similar steps to
develop our own export capabilities,”
he said.
Tim Marshall Senior Directort, Asia
Africa of STEP briefly outlined the
growth and operational efficiency of
Saskatchewan Trade and Export
Partnership (STEP) and Dale Risula of
Ministry of Agriculture, Government
of Saskat-chewan narrated in details
the role of provincial government in
augmenting the agricultural production
through partnership with STEP. John
Benett and Ms. Raelene Regier of
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers gave
technical details of different pulse
production along with relevant
bionetwork and substantiated the
same with necessary visual projection
and statistical data.
Distinguished businessmen of the
country were present at the seminar
which was rounded off with lunch.
Canadian farms, fisheries and
ranches produce a wide variety of
crops, livestock, food, feed, fiber, fuel
and other goods by the systematic
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H.E. Robert McDougall is addressing a seminar on Canadian
Agricultural Products

raising of plants and animals which are
dependent upon the geography of the
province. In 2001 farms numbered
only 246,923 at a size of 676 acres as
the production of food and fiber for
human or livestock sustenance has
evolved into intensive and industrial
practices. As of 2002, wheat
constituted the largest crop area at
12.6%. Canadian farmers received a
record $36.3 billion in 2001 from
livestock, crop sales and program
payments. In 2001, the accrued net
income of farm operators from farm
production amounted to 1,633 million
dollars, which amounts to 0.147% of
Canada's gross domestic product at
market prices which is 1,108,200
million dollars. Fisheries are also
playing an important role while
forestry plays a secondary role.
Canada's evolution has abandoned
subsistence techniques and now sees a
mere 3% of Canada's population
employed as a mechanized industrial
farmer who are able feed the rest of the
nation's population of 30,689.0
thousand people (2001) as well as
export to foreign markets.
The marketing and economic
movement of Canada's various
agriculture commodities has been a
challenge.
Domestic
trade
encompasses providing goods within

Canada provincially and interprovincial. Support agencies and
services such as storage, railways,
warehouses,
stores,
banking
institutions all effect domestic trade.
Trade of wheat from the Canada's
prairies are monitored by the Canadian
Wheat Board. Canada's depression of
1882-1897 brought a low of 64⁄ cents
per bushel ($24/t) as of 1893. This era
during Laurier's administration saw
thousands of homesteads cancelled.
Wheat prices soared during World War
I. In 1928, Canada exported high
quantities of wheat, flour, and goods.
The depression took its toll on Canada
as exports sunk to approximately 40%
of their 1928 amount. European
markets stopped needing to import
Canadian wheat as they started
growing their own varieties, and then
World War II events put a blockade on
trade to European markets. Canada
became more of an industrial entity
during the time of this industrial
revolution, and less of an agricultural
nation. Following World War II the
United Kingdom entered into contract
for a large amount of agricultural
commodities such as bacon, cheese,
wheat, oats and barley. After the United
Kingdom, the United States is Canada's
largest external trade partner.
CanCham Review, May 2010

Seminar on Canadian agricultural products in pictures

(From left) John Benett of Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, HE Robert McDougall, Food and Disaster
Management Minister Dr Abdur Razzaque MP, Lionel LaBelle, President of STEP, Ms Raelene Regier of
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, Dale Risula of the Ministry of Agriculture
(Government of Saskatchewan) and Tim Marshall, Senior Directort, Asia of STEP

Tim Marshall speaking at the function
CanCham Review, May 2010
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STEP awards presentation ceremony

Bangladesh invites Canadian investors

Commerce Minister Muhammad Faruk Khan (in the middle) has been the chief guest
of the Special Awards Presentation ceremony
CanCham Review Report

The Canada-Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(CanCham) and the Canadian High
Commission in Bangladesh jointly
organized a "presentation of special
awards" ceremony followed by
dinner on February 15, 2010 at
Hotel Sonargaon Dhaka, in honor of
Canadian Agricultural Products
Delegation.
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The delegation consisted of
Lionel
LaBelle, President of
Saskatchewan Trade and Export
Partnership (STEP), John Benett,
Representative of Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers. Muhammad Faruk
Khan, MP, Minister for Commerce
graced the occasion as the chief
guest.
Canadian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Robert McDougall

delivered an informative speech in
his opening remarks. He stated that
Canada is a global leader in
producing and exporting many
agricultural products including
wheat, peas, lentils, chickpeas,
mustard seeds and canola. He
outlined that the purpose of the
delegation is to allow local buyers
and importers to network with
CanCham Review, May 2010
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Canadian industry players who
represent high quality agricultural
products and also to provide an
insight into Canada's advances in
research and development in this
sector.

Masud Rahman, President of the
Canada-Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce
and
Industry
(CanCham) welcomed the Canadian
Agricultural Products Delegation
and recalled that Saskatchewan is
said to be the granary of Canada and
is a global leader in producing and
exporting
many
agricultural
products including wheat, peas,
lentils, chickpeas, mustard seeds
and canola. Saskatchewan Trade
and Export Partnership (STEP),
officially launched on August 21,
1996, has the mandate to increase
Saskatchewan's exports to existing
markets and to tap into new markets
by initiating sales, contracts, and
projects
for
Saskatchewan
exporters.

Operating as a government/
industry
partnership,
STEP
champions the province's export
industry and assists provincial
businesses in realizing global
marketing opportunities while
finding custom solutions for
Saskatchewan exporters. As a nonprofit,
membership
based
organization, Saskatchewan Trade
and Export Partnership (STEP) is
reportedly providing world-class
specially tailored services and
programs that are of primary value
to companies who are exporting
outside
the
borders
of
Saskatchewan. We in Bangladesh
have many things to learn from the
market strategy of STEP and urge
our government to take similar steps
to develop our own export
capabilities.

He further mentioned that
Canadian exports to Bangladesh
shows 65 percent dependence on
bulk foodstuffs, especially wheat,
CanCham Review, May 2010

canola and pulses. The Canadian
pulse industry grew dramatically to
4-5 million tones in recent years
from less than one million tones
production in early 1990s.
Bangladesh has become one of
Canada's top export destinations for
peas and pulses. Canada exported a
record 3900 crore taka in food and
other agricultural products to
Bangladesh in the first 11 months of
2009 alone. The volume of bilateral
trade between Canada and
Bangladesh reached $956 million in
2008, of which Bangladesh
exported goods worth $642 million
and imported goods worth $314
million. The bilateral trade between
Canada and Bangladesh has since
crossed one billion US dollars in
2009, despite economic recession
with low-end Bangladeshi products.
Canada's trade relationship with
Bangladesh has grown in the last
couple of years and will grow
steadily in the future. Bangladesh's
success in garment and textile
exports should spread to other
sectors in Canada. There are many
goods Bangladesh produces that
could be exported to Canada.
Lionel LaBelle, President of
Saskatchewan Trade and Export
Partnership (STEP) delivered his
valuable speech in the meeting. He
stated that Saskatchewan is a large
province of Canada near about
650,000 sq km area, it grows high
valued agricultural products and,
through this visit, existing trade
relation between Canada and
Bangladesh would be further
strenghened.
John
Benett,
Representative of Saskatchewan
Pulse Growers also spoke on the
occasion and emphasized that
Saskatchewan's pulse industry is
looking
for
new
demand
opportunities with a focus on
environmental benefit.
He
highlighted upon growing trade
relations between Canada and
Bangladesh

Muhammad Faruk Khan praised
the role of the Saskatchewan Trade
and Export Partnership (STEP) in
augmenting the trade relations
between Bangladesh and Canada.
He expressed satisfaction that
Bangladesh has a favorable balance
of trade with Canada. He also
opined that it's the time that the
Canadian investors be informed
about
congenial
business
environment
prevailing
in
Bangladesh and that they can now
invest in different lucrative sectors.
Bangladesh offers a multitude of
business opportunities.
Besides, the province of
Saskatchewan can also recruit
Bangladeshi farmers to further
boost up their production He
concluded that a population of
approximately
160
million
inhabitants, making it one of the
most
heavily
populated
democracies in the world with a
strong
middle
class
base,
Bangladesh can unquestionably be a
better destination for the Canadian
investors.
Distinguished businessmen of the
country were present at the function

Saskatchewan Trade and Export
Partnership (STEP) was officially
launched on August 21, 1996 with a
mandate to increase Saskatchewan's
exports to existing markets and to
tap into new markets by initiating
sales, contracts, and projects for
Saskatchewan exporters.

As a non-profit, membership
based organization, STEP brings
these resources together to provide
world-class specially tailored
services and programs that are of
primary value to companies who are
exporting outside the borders of
Saskatchewan.
These services
include Trade Development, Market
Intelligence, International Finance
and Logistics, and International
Development Projects.
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Awards presentation in pictures

Faruk Khan speaking at award-giving ceremony

Masud Rahman highlighting importance of the occasion

Chairman of City Group of Industries Fazlur Rahman

Managing Director TK Group of Industries M A Kalam

Representative of Mostafa Group of Companies
receiving award

Managing Director of M/S Hajee Mir Ahmed Sawdagar
Abdus Salam

Chariman of MEB Group of Companies Nurul Absar

Chairman of Surovy Group Md. Masum
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CanCham Review, May 2010

Awards presentation in pictures

Chairman of Meghna Group Mostafa Kamal

Managing Director of Masud & Brothers A. B. Chowdhury

Managing Director of Ghazi Chemicals Company
Abdul Wahab Ghazi

Managing Director of Huma Corporation Hasan Shahid

Managing Director of Yasir Enterprise (Pvt) Ltd
Mojaher Hossain

Representative of Imam Group Of Industries
receiving award

Proprietor of M/S Tasnima Impex Shamsul Alam

Mortoza R. Tarafder (Canadian Trade Commissioner)

CanCham Review, May 2010
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HT Imam lauds Canadian help in
introducing CSR in Bangladesh

CanCham Review report

Prime Minister’s Special Adviser
H.T. Imam has acclaimed Canada’s
assistance in introducing Corporate
Social Responsibility in Bangladesh as
he said people are the main focus of the
present Bangladesh government’s
strategy for people’s welfasre.
He was speaking as the chief guest at
a workshop on “People, Profit and
Protecting the Planet” in Dhaka. The
workshop was jointly hosted by the
Canadian High Commission and the
Canada Bangladesh Chamber of

Commerce and Industry (CanCham).
HT Imam thanked Reed Consultancy
Bangladesh Ltd for its contribution to
implementation of CSR in Bangladesh.
He noted that this was the third seminar
funded by foreign governments which
were all related to aspects of improving
business
relationships,
helping
Bangladesh companies gain overseas
market share and also help alleviate
poverty.
The Special Adviser to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina touched on
three aspects of the seminar, people,

profit and protecting the environment.
He said, people are an essential element
of the government’s manifesto and
anything helping to promote good
business practice was welcome. He said
he cannot understand profit but he
recognised it played an essential role in
business.

HT Imam said, his main thoughts
were regarding the Climate Change
Conference
taking
place
in
Copenhagen. He pointed out that
Bangladesh has been given the status
of MVC standing for Most Vulnerable

Adviser to the Prime Minister H.T. Imam seen presenting a certificate of participation to a participant in a workshop on
CSR. CanCham President Masud Rahman and CIDA Country Director Robert Beadle are also seen
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A CanCham team led by its President Masud Rahman met Commerce Minister
Faruk Khan at the latter's office

CanCham team calls on Commerce Minister

Bangladesh Expo-2010 in Canada
CanCham Review report

Bangladesh will hold a singlecountry fair in Canada next
month aiming to expand the
market of North America for
Bangladeshi products.
The three-day solo fair titled 'Expo
Bangladesh 2010' will start on May
26 in Toronto.

Country with over 20 million people
at risk of displacement if the effects of
climate change and global warming are
not stopped. He believed CSR played
an important part in looking after the
environment and welcomed the
approach and the seminar advancing its
cause.
Imam said, the course contents would
be valuable and he hoped it had been
presented clearly and delegates would
implement all the key aspects.
The workshop was held at the
CanCham Review, May 2010

About 45 reputed Bangladeshi
companies are scheduled to
participate in the fair.

A six-member team of the Canada
Bangladesh Chamber led by its
President Masud Rahman met
Commerce Minister Faruk Khan at
his office to discuss about
Bangladesh Expo-2010 in Canada.

The minister assured the delegation
of his government's all-out support to
expand trade between the two
countries.
Bangladesh will showcase their
major exportable items including
readymade garments, knitwear,
ceramic, footwear, leather goods,
frozen foods, jute goods and
handicrafts in the fair.

Canadian Recreation Center, 5 Madani
Avenue, Baridhara, Dhaka.
Robert Beadle, Country Director
CIDA in Bangladesh and Masud
Rahman, President of CanCham in
Bangladesh were also present at the
function.
The lead trainer for the CSR
Workshop was
Rodney Reed,
Chairman and Principal Consultant of
Reed Consulting Bangladesh. He was
assisted
by
Shanta
Dutta,
Environmental Protection Consultant,

Reed Consulting Bangladesh Ltd and
Tanjeena Jahangir - Labour Relations
and Human Resources Consultant,
Reed Consulting Bangladesh Ltd.
During the participative training
workshop, it was made clear that CSR
enables businesses to be socially
responsible, sustainable and profitable.
The CSR training workshop with the
title ‘Profit, People and Preventing
Pollution focussed on CSR inside the
factory gates and the speakers
demonstrated the practical and financial
benefits.

15

Bilateral Relations

CanCham call to create conditions
for more foreign investment
CanCham Review report

Speakers at a luncheon meeting
hosted by the Canada Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (CanCham) have urged the
Bangladesh government to create
conditions for more Canadian
investment in the country.
The luncheon meeting, focused on
“Bangladesh’s
Potentials
for
Foreign Investment’, was held at
DCCI
Auditorium,
on
22
November, 2009.
CanCham President Masud
Rahman chaired the meeting in
which among others Executive
Chairman, Board of Investment, Dr.
S A Samad, High Commissioner of
Canada Robert McDougall and Vice
President CanCham John Douglas
Hearns were present.
In his welcome address, Masud
Rahman highlighted the sluggish
investment scenario in Bangladesh

CanCham President Masud Rahman discussing a point with Board of
Investment Executive Chairman Dr. S A Samad

and pointed out that import of
capital machinery dropped by

Canadian High Commissioner Robert McDougall addressing the seminar
on Bangladesh's potentials for foreign investment
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22.36% and that of industrial raw
material by 12.56% in July- August,
2009 compared to that of last year.
Similarly export declined by
11.66% in the 1st quarter of current
financial year.
He called for expeditious
implementation
of
Annual
Development Plan (ADP) so that
public investments could lead to a
spurt in private investment. Masud
Rahman said, the sectors which
need immediate investment are
infrastructure, power, energy and
development of human skills. For
this, he appreciated the government
initiative for Public Private
Partnership (PPP) with a budget
allocation of Tk. 2,100 crore.
“This may be utilized for
attracting private investment,” he
suggested.
Masud Rahman also stressed the
need for creating a favorable
investment climate and branding
Bangladesh to attract investors. He
CanCham Review, May 2010
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mentioned about the investors’
perception survey made by Centre
for Policy Dialogue where
administrative
barriers,
poor
electricity supply were mentioned
as two main impediments against
foreign private investment. Delay in
property
registration
and
enforcement of contract are also
hindering private investment.
Although corruption has been
curtailed to some extent, still it
remains as a barrier in getting a
decision in time from the
government,
the
CanCham
President stated.
John Douglas Hearns, Vice
President , CanCham, in his keynote
address, said, FDI is an essential
element for Bangladesh in order to
stimulate GDP growth. He said a
GDP growth of 10% or more is
necessary to achieve the goal of
poverty
eradication
and
employment generation. He pointed
out that potential for future
investment from Canada is
significant provided that investment
climate is made attractive and safe.
The potential sectors are: power
generation & transmission, oil and
gas, ICT and sustainable energy
resources.
The CanCham Vice President
asked for more pro-active approach

Dr S A Samad giving a brief on foreign investment prospects in
Bangladesh

from CIDA, Export Development
Canada and the government of
Bangladesh. He called for two main
important
initiatives:
(1)
Development of an aggressive longterm
campaign
to
promote
Bangladesh to potential foreign
investors as a safe and profitable
investment destination and (2)
necessary steps to ensure investmentfriendly environment in reality.

CanCham President Masud Rahman speaking at a meeting on
Bangladesh's Potentials for Foreign Investment
CanCham Review, May 2010

Hearns also pointed out that
Bangladesh has many positive
elements namely; market of 150
million people, low cost and highly
productive labour force, location
between
India
and
China,
availability of huge agro-based raw
materials, sea-ports and political
stability. He underlined the need to
address some key-issues like the
complexity and misuse of VAT
system, lack of enforcement of
intellectual property rights, power
shortage, misuse of income tax
system, improvement in law and
order situation,
transportation
infrastructure, enforcement of
environmental law for all and
proper administration of export
incentive programme.
High Commissioner of Canada
Robert McDougall said, Bangladesh
has good potentials for investment
in IT sector, power sector, fertilizer,
food processing and transportation.
He pointed out that the success of
RMG sector can be replicated in
these areas but the prerequisites are
removal of administrative barriers
and change in basic administrative
culture to create a favourable
investment climate so as to increase
inflow of international technology
and expertise which are key to
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CanCham Vice President John Douglas Hearns speaking
unlock the door for prosperity of
Bangladesh.
Dr. S. A. Samad said, Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) reached
US $ 1 billion in 2008 and in 2009
FDI might have declined to some
extent. He also highlighted some
aspects of competitive advantages
of Bangladesh like: low cost work
force, low cost energy, strong local
market, strategic location, proven
export competitiveness and special
economic zones.
The Board of Investment chief
said, currently 81% investment in
the Bangladesh economy is made
by the private sector. He also
mentioned about the Vision 2021 of
the present democratic government.
To achieve the goal of Vision-2021,
strategies are now being devised
and action plans being formulated,
he said adding that BOI is now
being reformed. It will work as a
one stop service provider and
facilitator and not as a regulator,
said Dr SA Samad.
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He welcomed foreign investors
as the prime partners in the
economic
development
of
Bangladesh. “There is no other
option, but to have a strong and

sustained economic growth for a
longer period so as to create
employment and alleviate poverty, “
Dr Samad opined.

A partial view of distinguished guests at the luncheon meeting
CanCham Review, May 2010
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Prospects of renewable energy
in Bangladesh explored

CanCham President Masud Rahman speaking at a joint meeting on renewable energy at DCCI auditorium.
IDCOL and CanCham organised the meeting
CANCHAM Review report

Infrastructure
Development
Company Limited (IDCOL) and
Canada Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (CBCCI)
jointly organised a meeting on
renewable energy prospects in
Bangladesh at Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce
and
Industries
Auditorium on November 4, 2009.
The
meeting
covered
presentations, discussions and an
interactive session. Professionals,
academicians, multilateral agencies,
practitioners, and other key
stakeholders in the renewable
energy sector in Bangladesh
attended the meeting.
CanCham Review, May 2010

Masud
Rahman,
President,
CBCCI, opened the ceremony by
welcoming the participants. He
proposed that Bangladesh reduce
her dependence on imported oil and
explore
the
feasibility
for
harnessing alternative sources of
energy to ensure energy security.
Munawar
Misbah
Moin,
Managing Director, Rahimafrooz
Renewable Energy Limited and
Dipal Chandra Barua, Managing
Director, Grameen Shakti shared
their views on opportunities and
potentials of renewable energy in
Bangladesh.
Barua proposed that a dedicated
ministry be established to promote
and institutionalize the renewable

energy activities in Bangladesh.
Islam Sharif, Executive Director
and CEO, IDCOL presented the
keynote speech and moderated an
interactive discussion session on
renewable energy policy.
In his speech, Sharif stressed
enhanced government support to
enable and encourage more private
sector investments into the sector
i.e. Feed-In-Tariff/incentive tariff
system.
Robert
McDougall,
High
Commissioner of Canada in
Bangladesh was present in the
meeting. He expressed his interest
on behalf of Canadian High
Commission to entertain business
proposals on renewable energy
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Meeting on renewable energy in pictures

H. E. Robert McDougall High Commissioner of Canada
addressing the meeting

Dipal Chandra Barua, Managing Director of
Grameen Shakti speaking at the function

Munawar Misbah Moin, Managing Director,
Rahimafrooz Renewable Energy Limited speaking
at the function

Robert Beadle, Country Director & Head of
Development Co-operation (CIDA) talking with
Robert McDougall

Salahuddin Kasem Khan, former President of
Bangladesh Malaysia Chamber Of Commerce &
Industry, seen discussing a point with
Masud Rahman

PowerPoint presentation by Islam Sharif, Executive
Director and CEO, IDCOL
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Bangladesh-Canada economic cooperation
increasing to mutual advantage
by Hafeejul Alam

Canada is one of
the few countries
which recognised
and
established
bilateral relations
with Bangladesh
just
after
independence in
1971. Built upon
shared values of democracy and
pluralism, bilateral relations between the
two countries are focused on
development cooperation, trade and
investment,
regional
security,
immigration and people-to-people links.
It is widely believed that Canada and
Bangladesh can work together in
strengthening parliamentary democracy,
improving education system and
expanding business opportunities
between the two countries. It may be
recalled that the parliament election held
on December 29, 2008 gave Bangladesh
an opportunity of strengthening
democracy and parliamentary system in
Bangladesh. This has greatly enhanced
the image of Bangladesh among the
nations of the world. The formation of
parliamentary friendship forum between
Bangladesh and Canada has been a great
step forward and this would lead to more
exchanges of parliamentarians between
the two countries and strengthen the
relations between the parliaments of the
two countries.
The parliamentary friendship forum
will eventually pave the way for
enhanced bilateral relations under an
institutional framework and play a
crucial role in promoting mutual
cooperation in anti-terrorism campaign,
development of democratic institutions
and conservation of environment, apart
from developing routine bilateral trade
ties.
It may be recalled that Bangladesh is,
after India, the second largest exporter of
goods from South Asia to Canada.
CanCham Review, May 2010

Canada’s primary imports from
Bangladesh
include
ready-made
garments, fish, bicycles, textile fabric
and yarn, footwear and ceramics.

The main Canadian exports to
Bangladesh include iron and steel,
vegetables, cereals, machinery, oil-seeds,
electrical machinery and pharmaceutical
products. Bangladesh continues to
experience a moderate rate of economic
growth. However, the recent explosive
growth in such sectors as services
presents significant opportunities for
Canadian
investors.
Business
opportunities will expand as the
economy grows. On trade and
investment, the scenario has by now
reached an enviable level. The volume of
bilateral trade between the two countries
reached $956 million in 2008, of which
Bangladesh exported goods worth $642
million and imported goods worth $314
million. The bilateral trade between
Canada and Bangladesh crossed one
billion US dollars in 2009, despite
economic recession and low-end
Bangladeshi products, particularly readymade garments.

Canada’s trade relationship with
Bangladesh has grown in the last couple
of years and is projected to grow steadily
in the future. Of the total exportable
items from Bangladesh to Canada, a
duty-free market for the country since
2003, 95 per cent is garment items.
Bangladesh’s success in garment and
textile exports should spread to other
sectors in Canada. There are many goods
that Bangladesh produces could be
exported to Canada. Bangladesh can
export porcelain or china, table and
kitchenware. There is also heavy demand
for jute and quality jute goods in Canada.
Of
late,
agro-commodities,
communication equipment, metals, pulp
and paper are also being traded both the
ways.
It’s time that the Canadian investors
were informed about the congenial

business environment that prevails in
Bangladesh and that they can now invest
in different profitable sectors. The
Canadian investors can increasingly
invest in Bangladesh in such promising
sectors as power, energy, textile,
garments, food processing and
packaging, IT and services.

Bangladesh shows signs of political
prudence and economic development. Its
middle class is growing rapidly and
several state-of-the-art sectors are
developing, thanks to a highly educated
work force. With approximately 150
million people, Bangladesh is one of the
most populous democracies in the world
and its middle class is 30-million strong.
The government is committed to further
liberalise the investment regime. There is
a
network
of
well-established
Bangladeshi expatriates and immigrants
in Canada. The knowledge of the English
language is widespread in the country
and the legal system is inspired by the
British Common Law. Bangladesh
should therefore be an attractive
investment destination for the Canadian
business people.

The investment climate is also
improving gradually fuelled by the
global recovery, with signs of
strengthened economic activities in the
US, Canada and European countries.
Furthermore, the government has
announced financial stimulus packages
to boost certain priority sectors with
special support for the industrial sector.
The central bank has also taken measures
like relaxing conditions for borrowing,
lowering interest rates as well as
widening the range of financial assets
admissible as collateral to maintain
adequate liquidity and credit flow to the
markets. The government has also been
taking significant steps to plug the
growing power and energy shortages and
develop infrastructure. Steps such as
private-public partnership will hopefully
attract sufficient investments to lay the
foundation for a stronger performance
in FY10.
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Suppliers of products and services for
the following sectors are welcome in
Bangladesh: power generation, green
technologies, information technology
and telecommunication, life sciences,
natural resources, infrastructures, heavy
industry machinery and medical
equipments. The business people of
both Canada and Bangladesh should
better assess the development potential
of their business in Bangladesh. The
prospective investors can also take the
benefit of a number of international
investment regimes available in
Bangladesh. Bangladesh is a signatory
of Multilateral Investment Guarantee
Agency (MIGA), Overseas Private
Investment Corporation (OPIC) of
America and International Centre for
Settlement of Investment Disputes
(ICSID).

The
Multilateral
Investment
Guarantee Agency of the World Bank
group encourages the flow of foreign
direct investment (FDI) to, and among,
developing member countries by
providing guarantees to foreign
investors against loss caused by noncommercial risks. MIGA’s guarantee
protects investors against losses arising
from the risks of currency transfer,
expropriation and war and civil
disturbances. MIGA ensures new
investment, privatisation and financial
restructuring.
The ICSID is mainly for the
settlement of investment disputes
between states and nationals of different
states. ICSID seeks to encourage
greater flows of international
investment by providing facilities for
the conciliation and arbitration of
disputes between governments and
foreign investors. Bangladesh has
signed bilateral agreements for the
avoidance of double taxation with
Japan, Italy, Singapore, Sweden,
Republic of Korea, United Kingdom
(including Northern Ireland), Canada,
Malaysia, Romania, Sri Lanka, France,
Germany, India, Pakistan.

OPIC is the most important US
government agency which is in a
position to promote greater investment
interest in countries like Bangladesh by
providing loan financing and
investment insurance to North
American investors. OPIC also supports
efforts by Bangladesh to attract
increased foreign private investment. In
order to secure its investment in
Bangladesh any organisation may seek
OPIC’s insurance coverage.

Shanghai kicked off the six-month
World Expo recently with a starstudded gala ceremony set to end in a
lavish blaze of fireworks and light
along the city’s riverfront. Still
basking in the glow of its successful
staging of the 2008 Beijing Olympics,
China is treating the Expo as an
equally important showcase for its
growing political and economic clout.
From the United States to North
Korea, a total of 189 countries will
take part in the six-month display of
ideas, culture and technology
expected to attract at least 70 million
visitors — the vast majority of them
Chinese.
“Expo 2010 Shanghai is now
open!” Chinese President Hu Jintao
declared, after the national anthem
rang out in the Expo cultural centre

and the flags of all participating
countries were paraded through the
giant hall. Hong Kong action film star
Jackie Chan serenaded thousands of
guests including 20 world leaders to
open the event. The gala — set to end
with a fireworks and light show
planned by the team behind the
opening and closing ceremonies for
the Vancouver Winter Olympics —
was a departure from past World
Expos, with an all-star line-up.
Italian pop tenor superstar Andrea
Bocelli, Chinese pianist Lang Lang
and the Soweto Gospel Choir from
South Africa were expected to join
Chan as part of the extravagant
festivities. “We look forward to
stunning the world,” said Ignatius
Jones, the artistic director of the
ceremony, which is to feature huge

fireworks and a chain of searchlights
along a 3.5-kilometre (two-mile)
stretch of Shanghai’s riverfront.
Once Expo’s gates open to visitors
on Saturday, participating countries
will vie to outdo each other in
presenting the best they have to offer
the world — with a particular eye on
China’s market of 1.3 billion people.
Denmark has made a splash by
bringing its “Little Mermaid” statue
out of Copenhagen for the first time,
France has impressionist paintings
and Rodin sculptures, while Italy is
showing works by Renaissance
master Caravaggio. India is bringing
a cast of Bollywood stars and
Canada’s pavilion will bear the
imaginative touches of contemporary
circus troupe Cirque du Soleil.
Past Expos are remembered for
See Page 24

Private investment from foreign
sources is welcome in Bangladesh and
there is no restriction on the amount of
investment or equity shares. 100 per
cent foreign investment and joint
ventures with local private partners or
with the public sector are freely
allowed.

There is thus a great prospect and
promise for Canadian investment in
Bangladesh. Free and fair trade with a
proper regard for social and
environmental goals and appropriate
political accountability will foster not
only bilateral relations but will also
bring global well-being.
—Hafeejul Alam is Secretary
CanCham in Bangladesh
e-mail: info@canchambangladesh.org

(Abridged from the write-up, first
publish in The Financial Express
Dhaka on February 25, 2010)

Shanghai hosts world’s biggest exposition
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Bangladeshi tourism has so much
potential - if the right actions are taken
business leader forum, predicted that
the Bangladeshi contribution from
national Travel & Tourism to the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) will stay at
4% from 2009 to 2019. I 2009 these 4
percentage is expected to account for
244,8 billion Taka, which by 2019 will
increase to 711,3 billion Taka. The
Real GDP growth for the Bangladeshi
Travel & Tourism Economy is hereby
expected to be 3.5% in 2009 and
increase to average 6.0% per annum
over the next 10 years.

By Majbritt Thomsen

The presence of tourism in any
destination always brings with it
environmental and socio-cultural as
well as economic impacts. This is why
tourism internationally is often praised
as an effective development tool,
especially in rural areas and the
developing world. A sustainable
tourism development would no doubt
have a major positive impact in
Bangladesh.
Since the 1990s tourism has been a
small but rapidly growing sector of the
national economy. Nevertheless,
Bangladesh is still one of the countries
in the South Asian region with the
least arrivals and the lowest revenue
earned from the tourism industry.
Sustainable tourism initiatives exist
and demand is increasing, but
sustainable tourism management is not
widespread in the sector.

In 2008 World Travel & Tourism
Council (WTTC), an international

CanCham Review, May 2010

The low national travel and tourism
investment
is
one
obvious
development obstacles. According the
same WTTC report the Bangladeshi
travel and tourism capital investment
out of total investment 2009-2019 will
drop from 4,1% to 3,9%. In 2009 this
same period average South Asian
investment is 7,7%, with no ten year
forecast data available. Average
figures for world travel and tourism

investment capital out of total
investment is 9,4% in 2009 and 9,3%
in 2019.
Despite poor forecasts and multiple
sector obstacles, several international
players have highlighted Bangladesh
as a desired tourism destination during
the last couple of years. In terms of
positive national tourism branding this
kind of publicity is not even possible
to buy for money.
1: Lonely Planet, which is in the
world's absolute leader in publishing
travel guides and guidebooks,
recommended Bangladesh in 2008 as
one of the top ten interesting travel
destination in 2009. 'Let's get this
straight from the start. Bangladesh is
not the country of disappointment as
portrayed in 'Brick Lane' or by the
international media, nor is it merely
the poorly endowed cousin of India.
Instead Bangladesh is a revelation

Savouring unique nature's beauty
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that actually leaves India looking a
little worse for a wear. Any visitor who
ventures here will return home with
stories so improbable that claiming
you have a pet unicorn is likely to be
met with fewer disbelieving shakes of
the head.' Lonely Planet's Best in
Travel 2009, p 6.
2: The publication of two
Bangladeshi travel guides from
successful international publishers.

The first Bradt travel guide on
Bangladesh was published October
2009. This UK publisher is known
as a pioneer in tackling 'unusual'
destinations, for championing the
causes of sustainable travel and for
the high quality of writing. The back
cover text states: "Bangladesh has a
reputation for being poor and beset
by flooding, but this 'republic of
rivers' rewards those willing to look
beyond the headlines. […] Leave
luxuries behind and embark on the
richest of travel experiences among
some of the sub-continent's
friendliest people".
Lonely Planet published their 5th
edition of their Bangladeshi travel
guide in 2008, with the following
introduction "For all of its forests,
temples, mosques, islands and
beaches, the highlight of Bangladesh
is Bangladesh" (p. 3).

3: The
online
worldwide
New7Wonders of Nature campaign
started in 2007 with more than 440
candidate locations from 220
countries. Represented Bangladeshi
locations were Sundarbans, a
mangrove forest already nominated
a UNESCO heritage site, and Cox's
Bazar beach. By global voting and
expert selection the candidates have
been narrowed down two times in
July 2009 to 77 and 28 candidates.
Sundarbans is still in the
competition and voting will continue
throughout 2010 and into 2011 to
narrow down the candidates to 7.
The winner of New7Wonders of
Nature will be found during 2011.
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Let there be no doubt, national as
well as international; the Bangladesh
tourism sector has indeed potential and
a sustainable tourism development in
Bangladesh is possible if will,
knowledge, action and investment are
joined. These are profound convictions
of Majbritt Thomsen, a Danish
expatriate with a MA in tourism, two
years of living and traveling in
Bangladesh, a study done on the
potential of the Bangladeshi tourism
sector for the Royal Danish Embassy,
Dhaka, and contact with a variety of
people related to the national tourism
sector. This experience has showed her
over and over again that there are
many professional, motivated and
visionary people, who can play an
important role in a sustainable tourism
development in Bangladesh.

The biggest barrier to a positive
development of the Bangladeshi
tourism sector, according to Majbritt
Thomsen, is the lack of a consistent
tourism vision based on cooperation,
knowledge and sustainability. Late
2008 she launched the voluntary Views

On Tourism Project, with an objective
to facilitate Bangladeshi access to
tourism knowledge and networking. A
online knowledge base now consist of
national, regional and international
tourism knowledge, through more than
200 articles, 70 resource links and an
overview of the national tourism
players. A LinkedIn network group
furthermore unites professional
people, who are interested or related to
the Bangladeshi tourism sector.
The long-term vision for the Views
On Tourism Project is to create an
active and innovating sustainable
tourism
movement.
Activities,
cooperation and services should aim at
building tourism sector capacity as
well as providing benefits not only for
people who travel, but also for people
in the communities they visit, and for
their respective natural, social and
cultural environments.
Majbritt Thomsen
E-mail: info@viewsontourism.info
Web-page: www.viewsontourism.info

Shanghai hosts world’s biggest exposition
From Page 22

leaving architectural landmarks
such as the Eiffel Tower in Paris
and the Space Needle in Seattle,
and introducing the television and
electric lighting to a mass audience.
In Shanghai, the spotlight will be on
the cutting-edge design of the
national pavilions at the 5.3-squarekilometre site.
Highlights include China’s red
inverted
pyramid,
Britain’s
stunning dandelion-like “Seed
Cathedral”, Spain’s “Big Basket”
made of 8,500 wicker panels, and
three-story-high
Switzerland’s
“meadow” — complete with
chairlift. China has bolstered
security for Expo, deploying
paramilitary police, randomly
checking foreigners’ identification
and searching car and rail
passengers entering and leaving the

city. Ships will also be searched.
Shanghai has spent 400 billion
yuan (about 60 billion dollars) in
direct and indirect investments
preparing for the Expo, according
to state media -- more than was
spent on the Beijing Olympics.
Human rights groups have
protested against the silencing of
dissidents ahead of the event, and
the apparent denial of accreditation
to journalists from a Hong Kongbased newspaper known for its
strong pro-democracy stance.
"The Shanghai Expo hasn't even
started yet, but already the Chinese
government appears willing to use a
high-profile international event to
demonstrate its lack of tolerance for
universal rights and freedoms," said
Sophie Richardson, Asia advocacy
director at Human Rights Watch.
- Courtesy AFP, Shanghai
CanCham Review, May 2010

